Sterol homeostasis in the budding yeast, Saccharomyces cerevisiae.
Lipid related diseases, such as obesity, type 2 diabetes, and atherosclerosis are epidemics in developed civilizations. A common underlying factor among these syndromes is excessive subcellular accumulation of lipids such as cholesterol and triglyceride. The homeostatic events that govern these metabolites are understood to varying degrees of sophistication. We describe here the utilization of a genetically powerful model organism, budding yeast, to identify and characterize novel aspects of sterol and lipid homeostasis.